
Bruce Nauman, Beating with a Baseball Bat, 1986

Contemporary art – 
and what does that have to do with me?



 From the beginning I was trying to 
see if I could make art […] that was just 
there all at once. […] like getting hit in 
the back of the neck. You never see it 
coming; it just knocks you down. I like 
that idea […] the kind of intensity that 
doesn’t give you any trace of whether 
you’re going to like it or not. 
B. Nauman (1)

 An artist is somebody  
who produces things that 
people don‘t need to have […] 
A. Warhol (2)
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Compare the 
two artists’ quotes! 

How does contemporary 
art affect you?

 Painting, society/politics, photography

What function does the art have that is 
created in the here and now? 
How important can art be for you and for 
society? What role can it play?

 Can you find a fitting pose? Let yourself 
be photographed and discuss the result in 
the group.

 Compare your poses with Bruce Nauman’s 
“Beating with a Baseball Bat”. Camera/smartphone
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