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Brandhorst Flag Commission: Philipp Gufler 
September 9, 2023 until March 15, 2024, in front of the museum   
 

Breakfast and Commission viewing in the presence of the artist 
Saturday, September 9, 2023, at 11 am  
Coffee and light food will be served 

 

Brandhorst Flag Commission 2023 

As part of the “Brandhorst Flag Commission,” four flags by Philipp Gufler will be exhibited in front of 

the museum. In “Urning” the artist deals with the visibility of queer history and memory culture and 
connects it with current debates.  
 

Art in public space 

With “Flag Commission,” Museum Brandhorst goes beyond the boundaries of the exhibition space and 

presents specially commissioned artworks in the neighborhood of the Maxvorstadt district. Normally, 
the flags on the corner of Türkenstraße and Theresienstraße advertise the museum’s current 
exhibitions. But for “Flag Commission,” the artists use them as outdoor areas to create interventions 

in the public space.   
  

Philipp Gufler: Urning 

Starting in September 2023, Amsterdam and Munich-based artist Philipp Gufler will occupy the space 
with a new work. With his signature approach, he recontextualizes queer history in his often textile-
based works. Rather than depicting complex overlays as in his silkscreen prints on fabrics and 

mirrors, for “Urning” he uses the visual impact of the medium of the flag.  
In his flags, Gufler places the lawyer Karl Heinrich Ulrichs at the center of his work, using Pop Art 
aesthetics. Ulrichs coined the term "Urning," which, in reference to the Greek god Uranos, was the 

first to formulate queer identity through a positive self-designation. At the German Jurists’ Forum, 
held at the Odeon in Munich on August 29, 1867, he demanded impunity for same-sex love. Although 
the term “Urning” did not catch on, Ulrichs has become a central source of inspiration for queer 

theory. Gufler links this historical importance to a significant poster campaign by the initiative Act Up 
Munich, which gained notoriety in 1995 for its protest against local Bavarian politicians. He updates 
the AIDS awareness campaign and creates a link between the historical treatment of queer identity 

and its relevance to current debates. 
 

“My flags address the absence of a queer remembrance culture—starting 

with Karl Heinrich Ulrichs and ending with our more recent history in the 
1980s during the advent of AIDS.” 

Philipp Gufler 

 

Curated by: Monika Bayer-Wermuth  
 

 
 
 

 
 



About the artist  
Philipp Gufler combines various media in his artistic approach, including screen prints on fabrics and 
mirrors, artist books, performances and video works. For the video installation “Projection on the 
Crisis. Gauweilereien in Munich” (2014), he began his research in the self-organized forum Queeres 

Archiv München, of which Gufler has been an active member ever since. He studied at the Academy of 
Fine Arts Munich and attended the artist residencies De Ateliers in Amsterdam, Skowhegan School of 
Painting & Sculpture in Maine, USA, and the Delfina Foundation in London. Gufler’s artist books 

include “Projection on the Crisis. Gauweilereien in Munich” (2014/21), “I Wanna Give You Devotion” 
(2017), “Indirect Touch” (2017), “Quilt #01–#30” (2020), “Lana Kaiser” (2020), “A Shrine to Aphrodite” 
(2023) and “Cosy at Cosy” (2023). 

 

We are looking forward to your coverage. 
#MBFlags #MuseumBrandhorst 
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